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Series: The Church on Purpose

Message #6 — On Purpose Prayer
Text: Acts 2:40-47

Introduction:

A. “Every great movement can be traced to a kneeling figure.”

B. “Prayer is as natural an expression of faith as breathing is of
life.”

C. One of the key ingredients in the early church is the act of
prayer. “They continued steadfastly in prayer.”

1. We are to join

constantly in prayer. (1:14)
A. If anything was going to happen they must pray.

B. “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and sup-
plication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to
God.” (Philippians 4:6)

2. We are to pray before we make (1:24)

A. We constantly have to make decisions that not only impact
our lives, but those around us.

B. “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God...” (James 1:5)

3. We are to pray with and then watch what

God does. (Acts 4:31)
A. Pray for

B. God knows our needs, yet we must ask; God is ready to
answer, yet we must patiently persist.

C. “Then He spoke a parable to them that men always ought to
pray and not lose heart.” (Luke 18:1)

Conclusion:

A. God is calling us to pray with purpose.

GOD WANTS YOU TO BE SAVED!

God'’s plan for saving man from sin is found in the Bible. We are
all sinners, and need someone to rescue us. (Romans 3:10, 23) You
cannot save yourself, and salvation cannot be earned or worked for. It
is God's gift to you. (Ephesians 2:8-10)

Because of God's great love for everyone in the world, He
designed a plan of salvation, a unique way for you to receive His gift.
It is simple and has just two parts.

GOD’S PART
The Offering of the Gift of Eternal Life.

Out of God’s love (John 3:16, Romans 5:8) He sent Jesus, His
one and only Son to be our Savior. He lived an exemplary and perfect
life, and voluntarily died on the cross for your sins. Isn't God’s love and
grace amazing! Someone loves you enough to pay the penalty for
your sins!  And because God doesn’t want you to be lost, (2 Peter 3:9)
He is offering you forgiveness and eternal life as His gift. That is GRACE!

YOUR PART
The Receiving of the Gift of Eternal Life.

The Bible makes it clear . . man’s part is faith! Faith is absolutely
necessary to please God (Hebrews 11:6) and fo receive His gift.
(Roman’s 5:1-2) Because God wanfts to see that your faith is genuine,
He gives terms of pardon so you can demonstrate that your faith in
Jesus is real. These are NOT works, but terms through which God will
give you His gift of forgiveness and life.

¢ True Faith always believes and does what God says! (Matthew 7:21)
e True Faith believes on Jesus as the only Savior!  (Acts 14:31)

e True Faith turns away from sin and turns towards God in
repentance! (Acts 20:21)

e True Faith publicly confesses Jesus as Lord!  (Romans 10:9)
e True Faith is shown in baptism (immersion) into Christ!

Baptism is where you are linked to the saving death of Jesus, born
again, forgiven, and resurrected up from the grave to live a new life in
Christ.  (Romans 6:3-5) Baptism is not our work, but our faith in God's
work. (Colossians 2:12) This is the moment the gift of eternal life
becomes yours!

YOU CAN BE SAVED BY GRACE
THROUGH FAITH TODAY!

If at any time you need to reach the ministers, please feel free to call them.
Tim’s number is 242-3563 Scotty ‘s number is 393-1889
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